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The importance of the role of the Public defender of Georgia 

 

Brussels, 4 December 2017 - “As his five-year mandate is coming to an end on 7 December 

2017, the European Parliament’s Delegation pays tribute to the work done by Mr Ucha 

Nanuashvili during his tenure as the Public Defender of Georgia.  

A constitutional institution since 1997, the Public Defender supervises State agencies, local 

self-government agencies, public institutions and public officials, ensuring the protection of 

human rights and freedoms. He can consider applications concerning possible violations of 

human rights and freedoms enshrined in the laws of Georgia, as well as in the international 

treaties and agreements which have been ratified by Georgia. After reviewing the potential 

cases, he can submit proposals, remarks and recommendations to the Parliament or other 

relevant bodies. 

The importance of the Public Defender as a constitutional institution has been acknowledged 

by the EU Special Representative for Human Rights, Mr Stavros Lambrinidis, in his 2016 

Report on human rights. 

In the framework of the European integration reform processes in Georgia, the European 

Union attaches particular importance to the promotion of human rights and the role of the 

Public Defender. That is why EU budget support and grants, as well as EIDHR projects, are 

supporting this Institution. 

During his mandate, Mr Nanuashvili has spared no effort to guide his country’s institutions 

towards good governance. To cite but one among many examples, he has issued an acute 

report on corruption in the judiciary, whose importance has been saluted by the Council of 

Europe’s Commissioner for Human Rights, Mr  Nils Muižnieks, in April 2017. Through his 
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good offices, he has been instrumental in smoothing and facilitating the dialogue between the 

government and the minorities. More recently, he has played a major role in identifying 

shortcomings in the Afgan Mukhtarli case, since the Azerbaijani journalist in exile went 

missing from Tbilisi on 29 May 2017.   

Considering that good governance is at the core of the Association Agreement between the 

European Union and Georgia, Mr Nanuashvili has contributed to maintain Georgia on its 

European path. We are all thankful to the work he has accomplished and wish him every 

success in his future endeavours. 

As the Parliament of Georgia is about to elect the new Public Defender, we wish to remind 

our Georgian colleagues of the paramount importance of this office. We trust that their choice 

will go to an independent and competent candidate.” 

 

For further information contact: 

Office of Mr Sajjad KARIM, tel. +32 2 284 56 40, e-mail: sajjad.karim@ep.europa.eu 

Eastern Partnership and Russia Unit, tel. +32 2 284 26 43, e-mail: DSCA@ep.europa.eu 


